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economy is not only documented by authoritative literature but also by new 
regulations in favour of this type of business. In the increasingly changing 
organisational scenario of the productive system and the consequent 
geographical expansion of the global value chain, the strategies for 
positioning SMEs in transnational supply chains become the main factor for 
improving performance. Based on these considerations we will attempt to 
delineate a framework of small and medium entrepreneurship in Italy. 
Particular attention will be given to the interpretation of the evolution of the 
district model in order to assess whether and how the business group 
formula, i.e. the aggregation of companies at vertical level, constitutes a tool 
of opening towards the international scenario. Finally, we will examine 
current institutional initiatives - both at a European and at a national level - 
in support of internationalisation and funding for SMEs. 
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