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Conference 

Local and Urban Governance : Trends, Challenges, 
and Innovations in a Globalizing World 

 Program - Themes 

 
Track I - Local and Urban Governance and the New Global Urban Agendas 
 
• Local government reforms: decentralization and re-centralization  

• The challenges of multi-level governance: micro, local, regional and transnational  

• Meso-level governance  
• Metropolitan government  

• Inter-municipal cooperation  

• Municipal amalgamation reforms  
• Cross-border municipal cooperation  

• Local and urban governance, spatial justice and the Right to the City  

• Informal institutions and hybrid local and urban governance models  
• Co-Production as an urban governance model  

• Alternative models for local government social policies  

• Including LGBT in urban governance  
• The governance of urban cultural heritage  

• Re-municipalization of local public service provision  

• Municipal owned corporations and local public services  
• Managerialism, entrepreneurialism, public-private partnerships and privatization  

• Local economic development  

• Local government finance system  
• Climate change and Green local governance  

• The governance of protected areas  

• Local governance and the new security challenges  
• Participatory local and urban governance  

• Local government in the digital era: democracy, participation, transparency, accountability  

• Smart urban governance  
• Social media in local and urban governance  

• Crowdsensing / Crowdsourcing in urban governance  

 
Track II - Local and Urban Governance in Africa  

 

2.1 - Local and Urban Governance in Africa in the colonial period 

 

• Local government and the governance of cities during the colonial period  
• Urban governance and urban planning in the colonial period 

• The impact of colonial local administration on previous forms of local government  

• The transnational transfer of local governance ideas in Africa in the colonial period 
• The role of local elites and traditional authorities in the colonial local governance system  

• The local governance of urban land in the colonial period  

 

2.2 - Learning from Local and Urban Governance in Africa 

 

• Beyond the central state in Africa: the role of local government in urban governance  
• A Southern perspective on urban governance?  

• Decolonizing local and urban governance and planning 

• Ruptures and continuities in local government systems in the transition to independence 

• Legacies of colonialism in the post-independence local/urban governance systems  

• Transfer of local governance principles from socialist countries to Africa  

• Unlearning the colonial urban governance and planning cultures in Africa  
• Local and Urban Governance in 'fragile democracies' in Africa 

• The limits of policy transfer in local public policy and in urban planning in Africa 

• The role of traditional authorities in the local and urban governance systems in Africa 
• The governance and planning of suburbs, metropolitan areas, capital cities, and mega-

urban regions in Africa  

• The links between urban and rural governance and planning in Africa 

• The local / urban governance of the informal economy in Africa  

• The local / urban governance of land markets in Africa  

• The local / urban governance and planning of mobility in Africa  
• The local / urban governance and planning of solid waste in Africa  

 

Aims 

The International Conference on Local and Urban Governance: 

trends, challenges and innovations in a globalizing world, convened 

by the International Geographical Union (IGU) Commission on Geog-

raphy of Governance and organized in collaboration with the Univer-

sity of Cape Verde (UNICV), will be held in Cidade da Praia, Cape 

Verde, on September 4-7, 2019.  The Conference aims to explore 

and to discuss the changes, challenges, and innovations confronting 

Local and Urban Governance worldwide in the context of the new 

global urban agendas. It will be a forum for the discussion of the 

state-of-the-art of research on local and urban governance, in the 

different regions of the world.  Within this overall goal, the 2019 

Annual Conference of the IGU Commission on Geography of Govern-

ance also aims to provide the opportunity for comparisons between 

African municipalities and African cities but also comparisons with 

those in other regions of the world, in particular with those in the 

Global South.  The Conference will bring together researchers from 

academia, public and private sectors, and non-governmental organi-

zations, in an effort to present and debate their research on local 

and urban governance and to share knowledge, viewpoints, meth-

ods, research outcomes and policy ideas.  

 

Participation & Selection criteria 
 

Participants in the conference are expected to present a paper (oral 

presentation). All abstracts submitted will be double blind peer-

reviewed by the Scientific Committee for content and appropriateness 

to this conference. The working language of the conference will be 

English. Panels in French, Portuguese, and Spanish will also be consid-
ered. If interested to present in one of these languages, please contact us 

before submitting the abstract. Translation services will not be pro-

vided. 

 

Program 
 
The conference is organized into two tracks:  

 

Track 1 - Local and Urban Governance and the New Global Urban 

Agendas  
 

Track 2 - Local and Urban Governance in Africa  

 

 

  

 

 

Program—Themes (cont.) 
 
• The local / urban governance of heritage in Africa  

• The governance of pre-colonial and colonial urban heritage  

• The local / urban governance of environmental risks  

• The local / urban governance of climate change challenges in Africa  
• The local / urban governance of energy transitions in African cities  

• Implementation challenges of the New Urban Agenda Goals and SDG 

in Africa 
• Local governance in Island States  

• Smart urban governance in Africa 

• Smart Urban Planning in Africa 

• Crowdsensing / Crowdsourcing Spatial Information for urban govern-

ance and urban planning in Africa 

• Web-based Citizen Participation for urban governance and urban 
planning in Africa 

• Social media for urban governance and urban planning in Africa 

• Participatory Mapping for urban governance and planning in Africa 
 

Panel Organization 
 

• The conference is organized in panels according to themes 
• Each panel has  4 - 5 papers 
• Oral presentation: 15-20 min 
 

Publication 
 

• It is expected that a selection of conference papers will be  
    Published. The selected manuscripts will be double-blind 
    peer-reviewed. More information about publication is 
    avaiable in the conference website 
 

Important dates  
 

• Submission deadline for abstracts:   31 Januuary 2019 
• Notification of abstract acceptance: 15 February 2019 
• Registration and payment:  15 February -  15 April 2019 
• Conference: 4 -  7  September 2019 

Conference endorsed by 

 

 
     


