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Call for papers: Conference on Literary, polar and extraterrestrial place names 

Venue: Rome, Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei 

 Rome, November 23rd-24th 2023 

The conference has been planned to set up  in three distinct sessions.  

The major themes to be develop are as follow: 

(i) Place names in all ancient, medieval and modern literature 

(ii) The names of polar lands enclosed those given by explorers 

(iii) The names given to places of Moon and Mars in historical times and at present. 

As for the place names of literature, the examples are very numerous. These are real or 

fictional place names,  as in novel by Andrea Camilleri and by other significant authors of word 

literature. 

As  for the  polar regions, there are many names related to expeditions and explorers of the Arctic 

and Antarctica, or place names inhabited by Aboriginal communities, such as the Inuit. As regards 

the Antarctica we can refer to the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (Scar). The Scar 

Open Science Conference  2022 will be held online from 1-10 August 2022 .  

As for extraterrestrial celestial bodies, we can refer  above all to the Moon but also to Mars, where 

the place names are numerous.  

On the Moon we can refer, for example, to the works by Giovanni Domenico Cassini and by others 

who presented interesting Lunar maps. The Lunar Astronautical Charts at scale of  1:1.000.000, 

published by the Defense Mapping Agency in 1973 and available online from Lunar and Planetary 

Institute. We can also refer also to the interesting paper by Casimir Borkowski,  entytled Syntax and 

Semantics of Lunese I, a Microlanguage for Labeling Topographical Features of the Lunar Surface 

in “Proceedings of the 10th International Congress of Onomastic Sciences”, Vienna, 1969). 

There are many celestial atlases, such as that of John Flamseed (1776), which are also worth 

studying by us geographers. 

We intend to involve the UNGEGN (United Nations on Geographical Names and Icos 

(International Council of Onomastic Science), due to affinity of some of the topics dealt with. 
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Submission Calendar 

 

Submission of abstracts (max 2000 keystrokes): December 31st 2022. 

Language: English 

Text will be addressed to the secretariat e-mail: fox@lincei.it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


