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This workshop aims to reflect on how frontier spaces, and the violence that characterizes them, relate 

to the political geographic organization of space. We propose to think about the frontier as a 

transversal political technology. A technology that is central to the production and definition of three 

main elements around which polities and politics are built and ordered: relations of subjectivity (and 

thus of sovereignty); property and ownership – both in its economic and anthropological/socio-

cultural dimensions; and community. 

In recent decades, in the context of rapid planetary change, the concept of the frontier appears to be 

making a comeback as a potential frame to understand the complex geographies of global political 

challenges. The terminology of the frontier has a long history: from its original framing as a time-

space of (pre-)colonial expansion (F.J. Turner and I. Kopytoff) to its application in more recent 

critiques of planetary capitalism (A.L. Tsing, J. Moore), the concept has drawn together a 

kaleidoscope of approaches seeking to understand the complex spatio-temporalities of political power 

in the margins of state and capitalist territorialities. Political geographical perspectives have 

ultimately converged in framing the frontier around three dimensions. The frontier is (1) a political 

space related to an ideological project that (2) defines a concrete geo-graphical area as a zone 

characterized by violence and disorder for (3) the continuous (re)territorialisation of modern state and 

capitalist power. 

The workshop will ask the following questions: what kind of political work does the frontier do? How 

does the epistemological and practical politics of the frontier shape the configurations of power and 

political orders? 

We structure the discussion around three threads: 

1) Opening the frontier: how the frontier is imagined and constructed directs us to the multiple 

spatialities of liminal spaces, boundaries and the biopolitics of border/ing. 

2) Enforcing the frontier: how power and violence shape the frontier raises questions about the 

spatialities of sovereignty in practice;  

3) Consolidating and transforming the frontier: how the frontier is governed, lived, and 

experienced brings to the fore questions of political technology and governmentality. 

The workshop is designed as a space for intensive discussion and debate. For each of the three threads, 

we will invite a core paper setting out the conceptual landscape of the respective thread to be 

complemented by two extended commentaries that make comments on the core papers in light of 

their own work on frontiers. 

 

 

 



Tentative program 

 

Day 1 - Thursday, 9 October 2025 

09:15 - 10:30 Welcome: Claudio Minca, University of Bologna 

  Introduction to the workshop theme: Francesco Buscemi, Benedikt Korf, Matteo  

  Proto, Timothy Raeymaekers  

10:30-11:00 Coffee 

11-12:30 Session 1: Opening the Frontier (Chair: TBC) 

  N/nature as a Frontier, by Francesco Buscemi, Matteo Proto, Timothy Raeymaekers 

  Commentaries: Noam Leshem, Michael Watts 

12:30-14:00 Lunch and liaising 

14:00-15:30 Session 2: Enforcing the Frontier (Chair: TBC) 

  The Edge of the Sword: Towards a political theory of frontier, by Benedikt Korf and  

  Michael Watts 

  Commentaries: Patricia Chiantera-Stutte, Asebe Regassa Debelo 

15:30-16:00 Coffee 

16:00-17:00 Roundtable Discussion: Conceptualizing the frontier (Chair: TBC) 

 

20:00: Workshop dinner 

 

Day 2 - Friday, 10 October 2025 

09:00-10:30 Session 3: Consolidating and Transforming the Frontier (Chair: TBC) 

  TBC by Michael Eilenberg 

  Commentaries: Jasnea Sarma, Conrad Schetter 

10:30-11:00 Coffee 

11:00-12:00 Closing Discussion: The Different Lives of the Frontier (Chair: TBC) 

12:00-14:00 Lunch and liaison 

 

Participants will be hosted at:  

Ospitalità San Tommaso, Via San Domenico 1, 40124 – Bologna (BO) 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/3FwPRryxYzHpSREd6  

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/3FwPRryxYzHpSREd6

